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Definition:  
For the purpose of this policy: The animal welfare policy relates to all livestock. Equines and small animals that form part of our provision. 
Our Vision
Second Chance Hereford is a 4-acre site where our clients can be involved in caring for our animals. Clients will be involved with our professional staff in the day-to-day care of animals on the site. We want this experience to be informative and we will demonstrate high animal welfare standards as defined by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ‘Five Freedoms’.
​
The principles of good animal welfare are:
​
· Freedom from hunger and thirst
· Freedom from discomfort
· Freedom from pain, injury and disease
· Freedom to behave normally
· Freedom from fear and distress

We aim to work beyond the 5 freedoms and use the ‘5 domains’ as our benchmark for care and welfare of our animals as follows: 

Domain 1: Nutrition Factors that enable animals’ access to drink sufficient and good quality water and eat an appropriate quantity and good quality of foods.

Domain 2: Physical environment Factors that enable comfort through appropriate temperature, substrate, space, air, odour, noise, and predictability.

Domain 3: Health Factors that promote good health through a good fitness level and the absence of disease and injuries

Domain 4: Behavioural interactions Factors that provide interactions with the environment, with varied and novel environmental challenges, with availability of engaging choices, through sensory stimulation, exploration, and foraging; and interactions with other animals and humans, such as bonding or reaffirming bonds, playing, and ability to retreat, scape take refuge or mount defensive attack.

Domain 5: Mental state The conditions presented in domains 1-4 will affect positively or negatively the affective state of the animals. Although domain 5 is structurally separated from domains 1-4, it should not be evaluated separately. For every physical/functional domain that is affected, there may be an accompanying emotion or subjective experience that may also affect the welfare. Emotional needs are equally important as physical needs for animals
 
In acknowledging these freedoms and Domains and in line with the Animal Welfare Act 2006 all staff at Second Chance Hereford who care for the animals will practise:
​
· Caring and responsible planning and management
· Skilled, knowledgeable and conscientious stock-keeping
· Appropriate environmental and welfare design
· Considerate handling and transportation
 
Good animal husbandry also helps to reduce the likelihood of people contracting zoonotic infections. Working alongside our vets and industry experts we ensure that risks are minimised. 
​
We anticipate that animals kept at SCH will have contact with clients, many of whom will have no experience of these and may not know how to behave around farm animals or horses. We will closely monitor any animals to prevent abuse or ill-treatment. All participants complete an induction to ensure that they understand the behaviour and nature of the animals and the expected standards of care. Our student contract includes the importance of animals being treated respectfully. We also ensure that all care and handling takes place only in line with required husbandry and not for the purposes of education or entertainment alone. 
​
There is extensive research evidence to suggest that there are there are great social and therapeutic benefits to people having access to, and contact with, animals. SCH will be a place for vulnerable and traumatised clients to meet animals at close quarters and to be involved with their care and nurture.
​
We believe that this will be invaluable to a wide variety of people including disadvantaged or socially isolated groups and people with BESD. 
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